The Dreyfus Affair (L'Affaire)

In 1894 a list of French military documents (caléeordereau) was found in the waste pap
bin of the German embassy in Paris. French counteltigence suspectedaptain Alfred
Dreyfus, from a wealthy Alsatian Jewish family. He was af¢he few Jews on the General
Staff (theHoly of Holies).

After an irregular court martial where documentsewgithheld from the defense, Dreyfus
was found guilty and sentencedDevil’s Island off French Guiana

Very few people believed his protestations of iremare even though hand writing experts had disagebis
trial. Documents were forged by an intelligencecsffMajor Henry to prove Dreyfus’s guilt.

There the matter might have rested butGoftonel Picquart. In 1896 Picquart, the new head of French
counter-intelligence, realized that documents veéifebeing passed to the Germans. He found thiectéprit a
Major Esterhazy whose handwriting was the same as that on thesbead.

The War office became alarmed. They wanted to theskaffair up and Picquart was transferred to Tiar(te a
dangerous area!). But events were beginning to nmolaeeyfus’s favor. Picquart confided his viewsilgron
leave to a lawyer who persuaded the leading pw@itiScheurer-Kestnerto call for a retrial.

WhenMatthieu Dreyfus accused Esterhazy of being the original spy theegoment ordered a trial of
Esterhazy. In January 1898 he was acquitted att@ldhat lasted only two
days.
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Events took a dramatic turn when the famous authoile Zola published .2 L'AURORE f‘-
an open letter called “J’Accuse” @®lemenceatls newspapel,’Aurore. He == L

accused the army of a mistrial and a cover up.gidvernment reacted by | J'Aftlse".!
prosecuting Zola for libel. He was found guilty asehtenced to one year in LETTRE AU m‘“""ﬂ W BEPLRULE
prison. Pur EMILE 20LA
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Public opinion in France was now bitterly dividddhe affair reflected the —
divisions in French society. =

For supporters of Dreyfus or Dreyfusards the fate ban innocent man
was at stake, some also saw it as an ideal opporttynfor a campaign

against the enemies of the republic. They were mdinanti-clericals, .
freemasons and intellectuals (writers, artists)The socialist leadelean -'#" .
Juareswas a supporter of Dreyfus. TR

Foranti-dreyfusards, the honor of France and the army was more impbttean the guilt or innocence of
Dreyfus. They saw Dreyfusards as unpatriotic arqubepd to everything they held dear. Many waarg-
Semitic and felt that Jews were not loyal to France. Aeitivish riots broke out in many towns including
Algiers.

Anti-Dreyfusards consisted of the Army, monarchgts Catholics. ThAssumptionist Order and its
newspapern.a Croix, played a prominent role in the campaign agaimsy/Ds.

In the summer of 1898, the new war minister hopegrove once and for all the guilt of Dreyfus. He p
Piquart on trial and made a speech to parliamettinowg the case against Dreyfus. However it wasdvered



that some of the written evidence against Dreyfas fergedMajor Henry , under questioning, confessed and
committed suicide.

The case was referred to the appeal court. In 1888 after a number of delays a new trial was aetid
Dreyfus was brought back from Devil’'s Island “whitaired and broken.” (Cobban) He was again founitygu
but with extenuating circumstances and he was gavgresidential pardon. In 1906 he was exonerated
completely. He served honorably in World War Ond died in 1935.

The affair had bitterly divided France and it sedrttat the system was on the verge of collaps&889 a

government oRepublican Defensevas formed led byWaldeck-RousseauThe major result of the affair
was a renewed outbreak of anti-clericalism.

The Struggle between Church and State

These notes may also be used to prepare questioms@hurch-State relations in Germany and France

Note

Anti-Clericalism refers to measures that were takereduce the power of the church, usually inatea of
education.

Relations between Church and State in France had ba regulated by the Concordat of 1801. By this
agreement the state paid the salaries of priests dmominated bishops.

Reasons for the dispute:

Historically the Catholic Church Liberals, especially The main area of struggle As the clergy wer
was identified with the Monarchy the Radical party, asbetween Church and State weisn the main

and conservative forces in Francahroughout the rest ‘education where the Church |monarchist, the
This was especially true during thEurope, saw the exercised a large measure of \government feared
French revolution when hundredsChurch as the main control. It was felt that Church their influence on

of priests were guillotined for theitthreat to individual |control of education had the educational
opposition to the First Republic. liberty and an enemyprevented the development of aystem.
Because of this most Catholics of progress. modern system of education t

were monarchists and opposed the existed in France’s great rival,

Third Republic. Germany.

The main Catholic groups in French society were:

a. The Aristocracy

b. The wealthier Middle-classes

c. Higher government officials in the Army and the iC&ervice
d. Peasants in the regions listed above.

The dispute between Church and State grew incrglgdiitter. It reflected the very deep divisionggent in
French society during the Third Republic, espegidllring theDreyfus affair (I’Affaire ) of the 1890s.

Between 1879 (when the Anti-Clericals took power)rad 1914 there was not a single Catholic minister or
head of state.



